
From the Director’s Desk 
By Charles Adkins 

 

Greetings from the faculty and staff of the Lake Charles-Boston Academy of Learn-
ing. It is hard to believe that we are now approaching mid-term. Since we are, that 
means plans are already being made for the summer and next year! 
 
New Credit Summer School registration will begin February 1st. This summer stu-
dents will have the opportunity to take a face-to-face class in the morning and then 
an online class for their second credit. This means that you can still earn two credits 
during the summer to catch up to your class or even get ahead of your class. Taking 
classes online is a great way to be able to complete coursework at your own pace. 
Students will still be expected to work online daily but can do so on their own time 
schedule. So, for those of you that want to work online late at night, you can! How-
ever, our computer lab will be open each afternoon during the summer to help you 
with your studies. As in the past, your face-to-face summer school class will cost 
$100, but your online course will be FREE! The online curriculum offers just about 
any course you would want to take, including English. Registration packets are being 
delivered to schools in early January. 
 
Hope to see you this summer! 
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Chad Aucoin 
 

I grew up in the very small community of Vidrine, La (Not found on most maps).  I graduated from Vidrine 
High School back in 1988 as class valedictorian.  While in high school, I was very competitive and very active 
in a wide variety of extra-curricular activities.  Among them were BETA, 4H, FBLA, Quiz Bowl, and Student 
Council to name a few.  I was particularly active in the National FFA Organization.  This is where I really de-
veloped an interest for Agriculture.  Through FFA, I was able to travel and meet many people from other 
parts of the state.  I was also able to compete in a wide variety of competitions as well as getting elected to 
area and state level office. 
After high school, I attended the University of Southwestern Louisiana (University of Louisiana at Lafayette).   
While at USL, I was able to be involved with many campus activities.  I was also given the honor of raising 
the University mascot, an English Bulldog named Ragin Cajun (R.C. for short).   R.C. and I attended many 
events such as football games, parades, and special events for which the mascot was requested.  I gradu-
ated from USL in 1992 with a B.S. Degree in Agriculture Education.  Because of my competitive nature, I 
earned the distinction of being named the Outstanding Graduate of the College of Agriculture and Human 
Resources.  After graduation, I attended graduate school at LSU to work on a Master's degree in Agricultural 
Economics. 
I officially began my teaching career in 1993 at Pine Prairie High School.  From there, I moved to Starks High 
School in 1994.  While at Starks High School, I was able to develop a brand new FFA program.  This was a  
exciting time for me.  Over the course of my time as an agriculture teacher at Starks High School, my stu-
dents were able to win many awards and honors.  Many of my students won state and were able to com-
pete on the national level.    Also, the Starks FFA Chapter was recognized as one of the top FFA programs in  
Louisiana.  While teaching, I attended McNeese State University where I was able to earn a Master’s Degree 
in School Administration in 1997 and a Specialist Degree in 2004. 
In 2006, I became the assistant principal of Starks High School.  As the assistant principal, I was able to work 
with teachers and students at all grade levels.  As with my teaching career, this was an exciting job because 
everyday brought a new perspective. 
In 2008, I was offered a position at the State Department of Education as the Agriculture Education Consult-
ant.  After much consideration and praying, I accepted the position and moved to Baton Rouge.  In this posi-
tion I was in charge of all agriculture programs in the state.  I was also given the task of developing new 
courses and new Industry Based Certifications (IBC’s) in the area of agriculture.  I was also given the oppor-
tunity to visit many schools across the state to present workshops for teachers, counselors, and school ad-
ministrators. 
During the spring of 2012, the position of agriculture teacher was advertised for the Lake Charles-Boston 

Academy of Learning.  I was intrigued due to the fact that I was familiar with the school and the types of 

programs which the school offered.  I was offered the position and I gladly accepted.  Now, I am working on 

creating a new FFA program which will service schools from the Lake Charles area.  I offer an invitation to 

any student who has an interest in being part of the FFA to pay me a visit or send me an email.  I  

will be more than happy to answer any questions that may come up. 

 
 
 

 



Wow, it’s already half a year. The EMT class just got their shirts and they look 
awesome. We are starting to get into more hands on with skills practice which will 
make everyone ready for national testing in May. Everyone seems to be having a 
good time and learning a lot. After the holiday break we have plans to merge with Mrs. Mhire’s class 
to do simulated scenarios. 
 
The firefighters have completed their first step in 
then certification process so when they become 
18 years old they can take that exam in Baton 
Rouge. The last live burn we had was beyond 
their imagination; they loved it. If anyone would 
like to see the video clip, come by my room and I 
will show it. 
In end let me say, we are moving forward and we 
would love to have you join our team. Sign up!! 
 

 
 

                                           TV Production students produced a live on location shoot  

                 when they broadcast the Barbe Veterans Day Program online in November. The  

      program also aired 28 times on the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury government channel. Students 

from Barbe, Washington-Marion, LaGrange, Sulphur, Sam Houston, and St. Louis directed, ran  

audio and graphics, and operated three cameras on the scene. 

NEWS REPORTING 

TVP students are now producing broadcast news stories. Some of their story topics include safe 

teen driving, the consequences of TMI on social networking sites, athletics and academics, and 

what's new at LCB Academy. The news stories will air on KPLC as Teen Reports and in several 

newscasts produced in the Academy TV studio for the government channel. 



     Sports Medicine students embarked on the 5th Annual Double Heel Lock Taping Tournament during the 2nd 

9-weeks period.  The competition is fierce, with class winners to be determined after the new year.  The 

champion from each class will get the opportunity to duel head-to-head with Mr. Dibbley.  Stay tuned for re-

sults! 

The LCB Academy Health Science students have started their 

clinical observation rotations on a super tour throughout Lake Charles Memorial Hospi-
tal.  The students have an opportunity to follow a health care professional to see what 
goes on behind the science in a hospital and have the chance to ask questions and ex-
perience real life clinical experiences.  This is very interesting for students wanting to 
pursue a career in nursing or a health occupation.  This has also given students the 
chance to implement and incorporate the knowledge they learned from the infection 
control chapter on skills such as hand washing and growth and reproduction of organ-
isms, and overall usage of aseptic technique. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1st semester Photoshop projects 



Students from Lake Charles-Boston Academy’s Pharmacy  
Technician classes prepared holiday treats, cards, and letters  
for patients at the Gillis W. Long Hansen’s Disease (Leprosy)  
Center in Carville, Louisiana, and Saint Clare Manor Nursing Home in  
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. On Friday, December 14, 2012, they packed over 20 pounds of cookies and prepared 
over 40 cards to bring patients suffering with Hansen’s Disease some holiday joy. The activity was inspired by 
a recent class field trip to the National Hansen’s Disease Museum in Carville, LA.   

On Thursday, October 25, 2012, 20 students and parents traveled along with their teacher, Mr. Bray Harris, 
to the museum. The purpose of the trip was to expose students to facts, fiction, and the history of Hansen’s 
Disease (leprosy). In addition to learning about Hansen’s Disease, students were also able to hear from mem-
bers of the Louisiana Army National Guard stationed in Carville. They learned about military leadership char-
acteristics, opportunities in Military Intelligence, and opportunities to become a linguist in the Louisiana 
Army National Guard. Mr. Harris decided to take the trip after being activated with the Louisiana Army Na-
tional Guard for Hurricane Isaac and being stationed in Carville. He strives to take learning beyond the class-
room.  

The holiday service project was voted on by students after they learned that many of the patients are from 
many places around the world. The patients are often forgotten about, as many of them do not have local 
families. For more information on National Hansen’s Disease Museum, visit http://www.hrsa.gov/

http://www.hrsa.gov/hansensdisease/museum/index.html


 

Seven students from 1st block  earned their Emer-
gency Medical Responder certification with the 

State of Louisiana. 
 

Chaday, Myesha, Dakota, Alexis N, Brianne (back 
row) Alexis W., Nikki  (bottom row) 

 

2nd block student certifying as Emergency Medical 
Responder (back row) Tyler, Jamila,  (front row) 

Hailey,  
Rebecca, Grace. 

 
EMR’s are certified with the State Of Louisiana 

through the Bureau of Emergency Medical  
Services. 

YEA!  3rd block certifying in Emergency Medical 
Responders  

 
(back row) Joshua, Johnathan, Kourtney, Katie, 

Summer, (front row) Jalynn, Haley, Shelby, 
Kailynn.  Absent  are Alexis 

and Seth. 



Lake Charles-Boston Academy of Learning FFA Charter 
 

    With the beginning of the 2012-13 school year, the Lake  
Charles-Boston Academy of Learning has added new courses in  
Agriscience.  Currently, Agriscience I and Agriscience II are being offered  
to students who are interested in learning and investigating the world of  
agriculture.  In  future courses in Horticulture and Veterinarian’s Assistant will be added in order to allow 
students to explore the full scope of the agriculture industry.  With the advent of Agriscience courses, the 
Academy has received its FFA Charter and is the newest FFA Chapter in the state of Louisiana.  The Lake 
Charles-Boston Academy was recently assigned the Chapter Number of LA1094 making official the Acad-
emy’s tie to the National FFA Organization. 
     The National FFA Organization is a student lead organization comprised of students who are interested 
in agriculture and leadership development.  Currently, there are over 500,000 FFA members across the 
United States, Puerto Rico, The Virgin Islands, and Guam.  Within the state of Louisiana, we boast a mem-
bership of 10,000 members.  The LCB FFA Chapter is lead by Tanfiru Woods and Joshua Moore who are 
serving as Chapter President and Vice President.  Through FFA, members have the opportunity to travel, 
compete in a wide variety of events, and earn scholarships, awards, and recognition.  To date, the LCB 
Academy FFA Chapter has competed in the Area III FFA Forestry CDE (Career Development Event) which 
was held in Bayou Chicot, Louisiana, and the State FFA Land Judging CDE which was held on the campus of 
Northwestern State University in Natchitoches.  The LCB FFA members have plans for several more events 
as the school year progresses. 
     Besides FFA membership, there are many advantages to Agriscience courses.  Agriscience II is a recog-
nized science and can count as the fourth science course which is required of the CORE4 curriculum as well 
as TOPS.  Also, Agriscience courses emphasize leadership development of its members.   While enrolled in 
Agriscience courses, students learn not only about agriculture, but they also learn about parliamentary pro-
cedure and public speaking.  Agriculture is one of those unique courses which takes scientific knowledge 
and applies it to in a way that is easy and fun for students to learn and understand.  If any student has an 
interest in Agriculture and the FFA, please don’t  hesitate to contact Mr. Chad Aucoin at 
chadwick.aucoin@cbsp.org.  He will be more than happy to answer any questions which you may have. 

mailto:chadwick.aucoin@cbsp.org


This year's high school  ESL classes consist of students from 

China, Venezuela, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, India, Mexico, Guatemala, and Colombia. In the 
beginning class, most of the students do not speak any English.  It is amazing to watch a 
student from India help a Spanish-speaking student with reading and speaking Eng-
lish!  Students are willing to help each other, no matter what their native language. Soon 
everyone will be reading, writing, and speaking English.  The afternoon class includes the 
second or third year ESL students.  After studying English for only two or three years, the 
students read, write, and speak very well.  This school year they will tweak their skills to 
become even more proficient in the English language.   

ESL Middle School          
 
The lyrics from the movie “West Side Story” proclaim, “I like to be in America!” 
The parrot spoke three words to my mother in the brass cage. 
 
   Prepositional phrases not only pose problems for American students but also bigger ones for international Eng-
lish learners. The intermediate ESL class combined sentences with prepositions and adjectives for better sentence 
fluency.  Below are some other activities in the language arts, social studies, and science classes presented in a 
“preposition  poem.” 
 
                                    Inside the Doors of ESL 
 
Into the Presidential election process 
With campaign speeches for class offices 
Out of research, discussions on social issues 
On the wall display of posters on U.S. elections. 
 
In a thesaurus to find synonyms for a Halloween monster poem 
Around the calendar for Thanksgiving and other holiday presentations 
Among Native American tribes with research for slide shows 
Near Plymouth Rock to discover in a video how Squanto helped the Pilgrims. 
 
Throughout ecosystems to categorize and describe animals 
On a Christmas tree hang original Louisiana animal ornaments 
Between European countries to research Christmas traditions. 
 
On top of the earth’s crust for its changes 
With lab experiments on erosion and deposition. 
 
Behind initial consonants, the vowel sounds for pronunciation 
Within a sentence, identifying word order helps all ELL students! 
 

 



REACH  
Reaching Excellence and Climbing Higher 

 

       "Only where children gather is there any real chance of fun."      

                               ~ Mignon McLaughlin 

“Science with Bubbles” 

 

LCB Academy Voting Booth for the 2012 Presidential Election 

Pictures with SANTA! 

 
Christmas 
cards for 
the troops!  



REACH  
Reaching Excellence and Climbing Higher 

 

        

Santa sent REACH “elves” to check on Mr. Adkins!  

They learned he has been a very good boy! 

Reading with Pharmacy Tech 

 

Learning about PRIMARY and SECONDARY colors! 

We got a Promethean Table! 

Soooo 

cool! 

Telling Mrs. Culpepper’s 
Class THANKS for  
helping 
our 
teacher 
prepare 
for REACH  
Pajama 

REACH First Annual Pajama Party! 
Hot Chocolate and Logic Games! 



The virtual program at LCBA continues to grow. We now have almost 400 students enrolled in new credit 
courses. Our most popular course is health with over 100 students from around the parish enrolled. 
 
Beginning in January there are more courses available to students as electives and languages. Students and 
parents can learn more about these courses by calling the program or coming to LCBA to get information. As 
students think about enrolling for the next school year do not forget to consider virtual courses and the vari-
ety of interesting subjects offered face to face at LCBA. 
 
We are also planning to offer some virtual courses during the summer in conjunction with our new credit 
summer school. Students who enroll in a new credit summer school course can also take a virtual course at 
no additional cost. 
 
In addition to the new credit virtual program at LCBA we also work closely with credit recovery, grade recov-
ery, seat time, CPAS, Boys’ Village, The Methodist Home, Harbour House, The Simon Foundation, JDC, and 
other programs throughout the parish. 

Pre GED 
 

Mrs. Hession's Pre/GED classes are busy studying for the practice GED test. The five parts 
are: math, ELA, writing, social studies, and science. Students must score 410 on each part 
and have overall 450 in order to qualify to take GED test at McNeese. When a student 
passes all five parts, the student will receive his/her GED high school diploma. 
In addition to academics, students in GED program work on a community service project. 
This year, the class has chosen to help a homeless lady, name Sheila. We have donated  can 
goods, fruits, a pillow, a folding chair, and winter clothes to  her. Our next donation will be 
personal items such as toothbrush, toothpaste, lotion, wipes, and continue with the can 
goods. 
Besides helping the homeless lady, the class has 
changed the bulletin board in the cafeteria here at 
LCB Academy. 



LCB ACADEMY NEWS 
FROM THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 

                                                             Bobbi Yancey 
W        Mary G.’s kitten 

 
The New Year always brings promise, resolutions and the feeling that you now have new 
opportunities.  So why not include the arts in your endeavors in 2013…for starters… learn how to 
paint, draw, or spin clay on a wheel.   

"Never be afraid to try something new; remember 
amateurs built the ark professionals built the Titanic."  (author unknown) 

 
ART I STUDENTS have been working on illustrations depicting the culture of 
our state for consideration for jury for the Louisiana School Board state art 
competition.  Works pictured below were submitted by Katelyn and Mary. 
 
 

 
Assignment Sketch Book- “Animal in Motion” 

Works by Jacob, Davaughn, and Natasha 

 

 

 

 
 



                      

  by Myranda and Marie  

 

 

PRE-AP STUDIO ART:  Students are creating 
works for the Concentration portion of their portfolios.  Pictured 
below are works in progress from Jacob H.‘s 
portfolio…studies/illustration exploring the idea of the Seven Deadly 
Sins as well as the Seven Virtues.  

 
Greed              Charity 

 

 

 

 

 

TALENTED ELEMENTARY students are creating works inspired by Picasso’s cubist portraits.  Works by 
Dwight and Katelyn, 5th grade. 

 

 

 
 

 



        

This 9-weeks the Talented Art I high school class has been working on different 
drawing media, They created artwork using scratchboard in black and white and 
in color.  Examples of their work are below: 

           
         Nick – 9th Grade – Barbe High                                  Morgan – 9th Grade – Westlake High 

              
         Tori – 9th Grade – Sulphur High                                     Heidi – 9th Grade – Barbe High    

 



 

                   

     Madeline – 10th Grade – Barbe High   Kayla – 10th grade – LaGrange High 

         

        Callie – 11th Grade – Barbe High          Morgan – 9th Grade – Westlake High 

 



The 6th-8th grade Talented Visual Art students have made watercolor pictures of garden gnomes and birds.  
They are also building ceramic garden gnomes that hold rain gauges and ceramic bird houses.   
Below are examples. 

                     
        Julia – Moss Bluff Middle – 6th gr.                Matthew -  Moss Bluff Middle -  6th gr     Molly – Moss Bluff Middle – 
6th gr 
 

      
       Gracie – Moss Bluff Middle – 7th gr.     Cryslyn  -- Moss Bluff Middle – 7th gr.    Emilea – Moss Bluff Middle – 8th gr. 
 

               
          Georgia – Moss Bluff Middle -  7th gr.       Erin – Moss Bluff Middle  – 8th gr.  Angel – Oak Park Middle – 7th gr 
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